
Jim O. Bradford
February 13, 1939 - June 16, 2023

Jim O. Bradford, age 84, of Grove, Ok passed from this life on Friday, June
16, 2023 at his home. 

Jim was born on February 13, 1939, to Richard and Sarah (Fain) Bradford in
Sapulpa, OK. He grew up in Watts, OK, where he graduated high school. At
the age of 11, Jim lost his father and he would get up before dawn to milk the
family cows before going to school. Something that motivated him later on to
continue his education. 

On November 22, 1961, Jim married the love of his life, Earlene Waldroop in
Watts, OK. 

 

Jim received a Bachelor’s Degree in Education from Northeastern State
University and began his career as a math teacher at Mingo Public School. He
went on to earn a Master’s Degree and in 1969 he became the youngest
Superintendent in Oklahoma, serving at the Vian School District. He was the
Superintendent for Canton Public School until 1977 when he and his family
moved to Grove and he became Superintendent, serving from 1977 -1986.
During his tenure, he influenced many students that still to this day refer to
him lovingly. He valued his students and made efforts to know them and greet
them in the hall every day. 

 



After his time at Grove, Jim accepted a position as the Accreditation Officer for
the State Department of Education, and later began selling modular
classrooms to schools. 

Jim was a public servant in every sense of the word, volunteering his time and
efforts in many organizations, such as the Masonic Lodge, board member of
the Rogers State College and the Illinois River Conservation. In Canton, OK
he served as President of the Lions Club and a Boy Scout Troop Leader. 

Having lost his father at a young age, Jim made extra efforts to be the kind of
father and granddad that he wished he had, hunting and fishing with his 2
boys and supporting their livestock shows. Jim was a an extremely intelligent
man and never lost his love of learning. He had many successes in his life but
always remained humble and kind. He was a hard working man and his family
meant the world to him. He was also an avid OU sooner fan. 

Jim was preceded in death by his parents, son, Bryan Bradford and brother,
Delbert Bradford. 

Left to cherish his memory, wife of 61 years, Earlene Bradford, son, Jim
Bradford and grandson, Garrett Bradford. 

Visitation will be from 5-7pm Monday, June 19, and funeral services will be at
1pm Tuesday, June 20, 2023, both at Nichols-Stephens Funeral Service.
Pastor Gary Bishop to officiate. Burial will be at Bell Cemetery at 3:15 on
Tuesday, June 20. 

 

The family request that donations to Grrove Education Foundation for
Excellence at https://geffe.org 
Arrangements entrusted to Nichols-Stephens Funeral Services.





Cemetery Details

Bell Cemetery

Adair County

Previous Events

Visitation

JUN 19. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Nichols-Stephens Funeral and Cremation Service
10201 U.S. Highway 59
Grove, OK 74344
(918) 786-6761
nicholsfunerals@yahoo.com

Funeral Service

JUN 20. 1:00 PM (CT)

Nichols-Stephens Funeral and Cremation Service
10201 U.S. Highway 59
Grove, OK 74344
(918) 786-6761
nicholsfunerals@yahoo.com
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Tribute Wall
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October 04, 2023 at 03:23 PM

Jim O. Bradford

TM
Terri Reagan Mace - October 19, 2023 at 06:42 PM

So sorry to hear about Jim. He was a great family friend. My prayers to
Earlene and Jimmy. So sorry. TERRI Reagan Mace.

Paula (Frazier) Peters - June 25, 2023 at 07:26 PM

My condolences to all the families!

Georgia Reading and Family - June 20, 2023 at 09:24 AM

Georgia Reading and Family purchased the Grac
ious Lavender Basket for the family of Jim O.
Bradford.

https://www.nicholsfuneralandcremation.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.nicholsfuneralandcremation.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.nicholsfuneralandcremation.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser




DW

AF

JP

June 20, 2023 at 08:05 AM

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the
family of Jim O. Bradford.

Doug Wells - June 20, 2023 at 07:56 AM

The story goes that my father (Bill Wells) fought Jim Bradford in a
golden gloves bout & that’s how the relationship started. 
Jim was my dads best friend his entire life. 
Our families spent lots of time together. My dad & Team Wells send
our respect & are sorry we cannot attend. I know if my dad could
he’d be there. God Bless! Boomer Sooner. We love you guys. 
The Wells Family

Alana Dennis Fischer - June 20, 2023 at 01:58 AM

May God bless you and your family in this time of sorrow. 
Alana Dennis Fischer

Jered Porter - June 17, 2023 at 08:37 PM

Jim was the Superintendant of Grove High School when I was in
high school...such a great person! I also graduated with his late son
Bryan who was my friend. Rest in peace to Jim and Bryan, thank
you both for being part of my life.

https://www.nicholsfuneralandcremation.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.nicholsfuneralandcremation.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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June 17, 2023 at 07:40 PM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Jim O. Bradford.

Sandra S Oakley - June 17, 2023 at 03:57 PM

Jim was the Superintendent for my Daughter Amber 
(from 3rd Grade 1976 to 
Senior 1986) 
An outstanding kind and educated man He was also a personal
friend 
Always had a joke or smile 
He was one of a kind and now he is a New  Star in the Heavens
above 
You will be sorely missed 
Well done, 
Well done 
Rick & Sandy Oakley

https://www.nicholsfuneralandcremation.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.nicholsfuneralandcremation.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

