Carolyn E. Kendall

November 9, 1937 - January 20, 2019

Carolyn Elizabeth Kendall passed away on January 20, 2019, in a hospice
facility in Siloam Springs, Arkansas -- not far from her home, at the age of 81.
She and her husband Dr. George H. Kendall have resided in Delaware County
for the past 18 years, calling Jay, Oklahom their hometown.

She was born November 9, 1937 to Homer and Mattie (Erwin) Bates, one of
seven children, in Frederick, Oklahoma, where she grew up. In the 6th Grade
she received an award for reading over 100 books. Carolyn attended
Frederick High School, where she excelled and achieved the honor of
valedictorian of her class on 1955. At the age of 16 years old, she also had
the distinguished honor of becoming the youngest daily newspaper editor in
the history of State of Oklahoma, working for the Frederick Daily News for a
whopping 40 cents an hour.

Her love of writing followed in the footsteps of her grandfather, S.O. Daws,
twice elected Territorial President of the U. S. Territory —Indiahoma Union
1905 & 1906; later becoming the Oklahoma's 1st State Librarian — S.O. Daws
is mostly credited with authoring the constitution of the State of Oklahoma in
1907.

Carolyn furthered her higher education in Fort Worth, Texas where she was
awarded a full academic scholarship to attend Texas Christian University —



The Horned Frogs. However, her mother, Mattie, became terminally ill with
cancer and she returned to Frederick, Oklahoma to care for her until her death
in 1957.

On December 8, 1962, she married George H. Kendall in Guthrie, Oklahoma.
The couple made their 1st home in Garden City, Kansas. In 1969, her
husband George enrolled in the school of Veterinary Medicine in Stillwater,
Oklahoma. Following DVM school graduation in 1973, the couple moved to
Weatherford, Oklahoma with their two sons, William John and George David
operating a small family farming operation and a country large animal & small
animal Veterinary practice. In 1976, Carolyn & George followed their dreams
and pursuing a grand opportunity, moving to Clovis, NM. They purchased an
existing small animal Veterinary practice — remodeled & renamed Animal
Medical Hospital. Carolyn worked alongside her husband as a practice
manager, Veterinary Assistant and chief bookkeeper for 26 years.

Carolyn was an accomplished musician, mastering the piano at the young age
of 6, encouraged by her mother, Mattie. Mattie cared for babies of military
wives during World War 11, even though she only had one arm to earn enough
money to pay for piano lessons and a piano. Her piano teacher was a Juilliard
School of Music graduate, living in Frederick, OK. She also loved playing the
organ in local churches, venues and at home, up and until her death.

In 2000, the couple, moved to the Delaware County and the Grand Lake area
after retiring and built their custom dream-home on five acres -- completed in
2004, south of Little Kansas, Oklahoma. Carolyn was a devout follower of
Christ and member of Grove's First Baptist Church. She took part of the
Delaware County prison Women's ministry, bringing Jesus closer to those in
need of the gospel.

Carolyn was also a writer and journalist. She had a column in the Delaware
County Journal, was the Publisher and Editor of the "The Jay Way" until it



ceased to exist and wrote a book called "Nevertheless", about her lifelong
journey with handicapped and disabled son, George David. She was a multi-
talented woman and a devoted wife, mother and friend to many; she is and
will be missed.

She was preceded in death by her parents and 6 siblings.

She is survived by her husband, Dr. George H. Kendall of Jay, Oklahoma;
sons: William John Kendall of Orange County, California and George David
Kendall of Muskogee, Oklahoma. Carolyn enjoyed her three grandchildren:
William Ross Kendall completing his senior year of university at the Barrett
School, Arizona State University's honors college — graduating this spring with
an advanced degree in Electrical Engineering. Maximilian James Kendall is
pursuing his NCAA dreams as a starting baseball player with the Utah Valley
Wolverines. Elsa George Kendall is named for Carolyn and her husband
George -- Elsa is 18 months old.

Memorial services for Carolyn will be at 1:30 First Baptist Church. Pastor Jim
Paslay to officiate.



Tribute Wall

Carolyn E. Kendall

October 04, 2023 at 03:23 PM

Dennis and | just received the invitation, as it ]
followed us from Alaska to two addresses in

Virginia. I'm absolutely gutted at this news. .
The thought of such a force of nature as Aunt “
Carolyn extinguished is almost beyond

comprehension. She was an amazing woman, and the subject of
some of my earliest, and dearest, memories. We send all our love
and condolences to Uncle George, cousins John and David, and all
their family. May she rest in peace, and may you all find peace in
here memory.

Beverly Hollenbeck - October 23, 2019 at 05:16 PM
Gaela, Les, Holly, Jenny, Drew, Onie & G'chn

purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the
family of Carolyn E. Kendall.

Gaela, Les, Holly, Jenny, Drew, Onie & G'chn - October 14,
2019 at 05:01 PM


https://www.nicholsfuneralandcremation.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.nicholsfuneralandcremation.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

| was shocked when | read the invitation to attend Carolyn’s
Memorial Service. | didn’t know that she passed away this year on
January 20th. | am grateful to now have this opportunity to reach out
to George and Family to extend my deepest condolences and
express my sorrow for her physical passing from your lives.

Through her Christmas letters | came to view Carolyn as a valiant,
courageous, loving, generously giving soul, overcoming her life’s
challenges with faith, grace and hope. As George’s cousin Gerry’s
fiancé and a newcomer to Gerry’s family | was deeply appreciative
of the warmth, inclusive hospitality and open welcome | received
when Gerry and | visited Oklahoma during my first visit to the States
from New Zealand. That warmth of family has been woven into the
fabric of the years since then and enhanced by the times that we
met together at John’s home in San Francisco, correspondence and
the occasional phone call - which continued after Gerry’s passing in
November 2006.

After receiving the invitation | searched for and found Carolyn’s
obituary on-line which | forwarded to Gerry’s children by Joan, his
first wife: Leslie, Holly, Jennifer, Andrew and his wife Onie. We are
all impressed by the accounting of Carolyn’s accomplishments and
enriched by reading previously unknown details with thanks to her
life’s journey being set into context.

Leslie, Holly, Jennifer, Andrew, Onie, and their children Anka,
Lucas, Stanislas, Simon, Noa and Jemma join me in sending our
deepest sympathy for your loss, tempered as it may be by knowing
that Carolyn was at peace, free of all pain and discomfort, and that
her soul, as a devout follower of Christ had transitioned to be (as Dr
Wayne W. Dyer has written) “at one with the Source of all being,
which is God”.

We wish that we could be with you as you join together with family
and friends to celebrate Carolyn’s life, and to share memories made
over the years. Sending you our heartfelt love and one final thought



that always comforts me: “Nothing beautiful in this world is ever
really lost. All things beloved live on in our hearts forever.”
Gaela Allen

Gaela Allen - October 14, 2019 at 04:46 PM
Here we are in October and | didn't know that Carolyn (Bates)
Kendall had gone to be with the Lord. Praying that George and the
family have found comfort and peace in her passing since January

of this year. So sorry to not sooner!!!

Bill Wilson - October 09, 2019 at 02:02 PM



